Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TAIPEI 02702 10093 1Z POSS DUPE 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO FEA-01 ACDA-07 AGRE-00 AID-05 
CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 EPG-02 COME-OO 
DLOS-09 DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-07 EPA-01 ERDA-05 
FMC-01 TRSE-00 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 IO-13 JUSE-00 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 NSF-01 OES-07 OMB-01 PA-01 
PM-04 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /122W 

110437Z 111190/21 

R 100710Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3505 
INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TAIPEI 2702 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, TW 

SUBJECT: ROC REITERATES SOVEREIGNTY OVER CONTINENTAL SHELF 

REF: STATE 103531 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE FULL TEXT OF A MAY 6 STATEMENT BY 
MOFA SPOKESMAN IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION REGARDING ROK 
ALLEGED INTENTIONS TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE PRC ON DEVELOPING 
THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF IN THE 
EAST CHINA SEA: 

BEGIN TEXT 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THIS MINISTRY STATED EMPHATICALLY ON FEBRUARY 14, 1974 
THAT THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA RESERVES ALL HER SOVEREIGN 
RIGHTS OVER THE CONTINENTAL SHELF EXTENDING FROM HER COAST 
INCLUDING PART OF THE EAST CHINA SEA. THESE RIGHTS INCLUDE 
THE RIGHT TO EXPLORE THE CONTINENTAL SHELF AND TO EXPLOIT 
ITS NATURAL RESOURCES. WE WISH HEREBY TO REITERATE THE 
FIRM POSITION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPULIC OF CHINA 
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ON THIS MATTER AND ALSO TO STATE THAT THE REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA AND THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA MAINTAIN DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS. AND THEREFORE. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF KOREA SHOULD CONTACT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA ON THE ISSUE OF DEVELOPING THE NATURAL RESOURCES 
OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF WHICH INVOLVES THE TERRITORIAL 
RIGHTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

END TEXT 

2. COMMENT: THE MOFA STATEMENT APPEARS TO BE NOT ONLY 
A REITERATION OF ROC SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF OF THE CHINA MACLAND BUT ALSO A REMINDER TO THE ROK THAT 
THE ROC DOES NOT LOOK KINDLY ON CONTACTS WITH PEKING. 

UNGER 
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